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The MSc-program in Equine Science, initiated in 2006 in response to needs for scientific support
of the growing equine sector, is the first of its kind in Germany. It is offered by the Faculty of
Agriculture Science, Department of Animal Breeding and Genetics at the University of
Göttingen, Germany, however courses are delivered in cooperation with the University of
Veterinary Medicine Hannover and the German Equestrian Federation (FN). The courses are
concerned with the scientific basis of horse breeding, husbandry, nutrition, physiology,
behaviour, and health, as well as with aspects of business administration and management of
equine facilities and their impact on society, economy and the environment. Courses are
delivered in German and – in the case of some guest speakers - English language in form of
lectures, laboratories, seminars, group-projects, internships and a combination thereof. Currently,
the program is limited to 30 students per year and requirements for admittance are a BSc (or
equivalent) degree in animal science or related subjects. However, graduates of programs e.g. in
business administration, economics, or veterinary or law schools, are also accepted. The program
takes two years (four semesters), and requires the completion of 120 European Credit Transfer
System points, i.e. a workload of approximately 3000 hours. This timeframe includes the
preparation of a thesis based upon research in topics related to equine science, demonstrating the
candidate’s capacity for original and independent work. Further information about the program
can be obtained from the official website: http://www.pferde.uni-goettingen.de . Career options
for graduates include equine facilities management, consulting services, agriculture extension
services, feed industry, agricultural ministry and related civil service, universities and research
institutions.
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