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Wild Equid Movements: Impacts of Habitat Quality, 
Predation Pressure and Leadership

Animals spend much of their lives on the move 
searching for food, shelter and mates.  As long-legged, 
large bodied species, equids are well suited for traveling 
long distances.  Understanding where free-ranging 
equids go, why they choose particular locations, some 
near and some far, and what impact such movements 
have on patterns of sociality, demography and human 
livelihoods are only now coming into focus.  This talk will 
explore how bottom-up factors, such as the abundance 
and distribution of key resources, and top-down factors, 
such as the type and location of predators, interact 
to shape overall movement patterns of equids, how 
leadership roles develop and what outcomes such 
movements are likely to have on human activities. 
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